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Welcome message from Model NATO Youth Summit 2014 Team

Model NATO Youth Summit 2014 team would like to announce a new edition of one of the largest 
NATO’s decision-making simulations in the world and the only one of its kind in Europe.
In 2011, when a small group of students enrolled in various universities in Brussels set a goal in or-
ganising the first Model NATO in Europe, the need for such a diplomatic experience among students 
was already high. 

MoNYS aims to enrich the academic curriculum of its participants, by engaging them in intercultural 
exchange and by offering them a close view over their prospective career. Students have the oppor-
tunity to implement the tools of analysis acquired during their studies in a practical environment, 
which has all the features of a real-life situation, since all the actors involved in the simulation defend 
important national interests, such as peace and security.

MoNYS has also become a framework of democratic expression, while teaching the students the art 
of negotiation, communication and diplomacy in a multicultural environment. In a time where the 
lack of tolerance and dialogue increased considerably, Model NATO Youth Summit serves as a plat-
form for young delegates with different backgrounds to share ideas and work together.

Besides all this, the purpose of such a simulation has remained to raise awareness on the mission 
and main activities of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, while creating a platform for the young 
generation to debate on current social and political international issues. We managed to offer the 
students and young professionals a better understanding on how policies are shaped within the or-
ganization and how decisions are taken in different crisis situations.

Through determination, hard work and perseverance we managed to transform what started as a 
simple idea into a successful project. Having already two fruitful editions held in Brussels, we come 
now more diversified with a third edition in Montenegro, between the 2nd and 8th of September 
2014. This change is to be perceived as a normal stage in MoNYS development.

Not only have we grown as a team, but we are also bringing a challenging new topic into discussion: 
Collective Security: NATO towards Transatlantic Peace and Stability. With this, the participants will 
engage in fruitful and interactive debates. Based on our previous references, we are very optimistic 
about meeting the high level expectations of our participants as well as our sponsors and partners.

We hope that we will collaborate in the future and together we will manage to support the leaders 
of tomorrow tackling the issues of today. 

Team of Model NATO Youth Summit 2014



4 www.natoyouthsummit.org

Model NATO Youth Summit 2012 – Highlights

The first edition of Model NATO Youth Summit was held between the 8th and 13th of July 2012. The main 
theme of the event was “Political responsibility through leadership, innovation and strategic thinking in the 
21st century”, which gave the participants the chance to debate on topics of great significance for the evo-
lution of the current global society, such as Smart Defence, military capabilities, the anti-missile defence 
system, counter-piracy operations, the fight against cyber-attacks and drug trafficking.

A major event of the Summit was the visit to NATO’s headquarters, where the young MoNYS delegates at-
tended a keynote speech by NATO’s Secretary General, His Excellency Mr. Anders Fogh Rasmussen. The par-
ticipants also had the opportunity to meet the Permanent Delegations of NATO’s Member States that they 
represented during the Summit.

MoNYS 2012 was developed by an international team of 28 young people from 12 countries, with the sup-
port of major international institutions, such as the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, Ministère de la Région 
Bruxelles Capitale and Wallonie Bruxelles Capitale, think tanks and academia represented by the Atlantic 
Treaty Association, European Geopolitical Forum, Eyes on Europe and Université Libre de Bruxelles, as well 
as companies such as Star Alliance and Cactus.

MoNYS 2012 in numbers:
• 220 participants
• 77 universities involved
• 37 countries represented
• 22 guests and speakers
• 6 NATO Committees simulated
• 12 major topics debated
• 6 days at the highest diplomatic level

The experience:
 “I would like to wholeheartedly thank all the participating delegations, journalists and individuals of MoNYS 
2012 for being inspiring and fantastic people. Beginners and experienced alike, everything I have learned 
about simulations, I have learned from you. Day after day, you truly amazed me.”
(Cecilie Spanggaard Hahn-Petersen, Denmark)

“I am so pleased to have met you and have had the chance to exchange thoughts and opinions about NATO 
with such an enthusiastic, intelligent and diverse group. I was delighted to see your enthusiasm and com-
mitment to peace and security and to hear your ideas for making the world a better place. I trust that this 
enriching experience was the first of many in the years to come.”
(Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović, Assistant Secretary General for Public Diplomacy at NATO)

Photo credits: Lukas Rapp
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Model NATO Youth Summit 2013 – Highlights

One year later, MoNYS 2013 has topped the previous edition with an increased team of 35 highly educated 
organizers from 16 different countries. For this edition, 212 participants (divided in 28 delegations of 6 dele-
gates, 23 individual delegates, 12 chairpersons and 9 journalists) simulated NATO‘s decision-making process. 
All 28 permanent NATO delegations and 22 partner countries were simulated.

The second edition focused more its attention on the importance of NATO’s relations with its Member States 
and Partners, as well as the necessity to join efforts in achieving the main transatlantic objectives. Therefore, 
the debates progressed around the central theme: “Defining NATO capabilities towards 2020 - Meeting Fu-
ture Global Security Challenges through Cooperation, Collaboration and Crisis Management”.

One of the mains events during the second edition of MoNYS were the visit to NATO HQ where a webcasted 
welcome message of His Excellency Secretary General Mr. Anders Fogh Rasmussen was broadcasted. MoNYS 
2013 also included a visit to the European Parliament for a debate on the Future of European Defence amid 
the Financial Crisis: A Euro-Atlantic Dialogue. This debate was organized under the auspices of MEP Ioan Mir-
cea Pascu and MEP Norica Nicolai, having speakers from SEDE - Subcommittee on Security and Defence : MEP 
Ana Gomes, MEP Maria Eleni Koppa and MEP Ioan Mircea Pascu. Moreover, among others, the participants 
also had the pleasure to visit the Belgian Navy where they had an insight in the importance of the Navy. 

MoNYS 2013 in numbers:
• 212 participants:
 28 delegations of 6 delegates, 23
 individual delegates, 12 chairpersons,
 9 journalists
• 28 NATO Delegations and 22 Partner
 Countries simulated
• 12 topics debated
• 6 NATO Committees simulated
• 6 days at the highest diplomatic level
• 12 speakers

The experience:
„I loved the environment in which participants can learn as much as possible from each other.  As for con-
structive criticism, I thought that the procedural level acted as a hindrance to the progression of our simula-
tions […] More specifically, the crisis simulation felt too formal for me to respond in an urgent manner. On an 
administrative level, however, I found that the staff did an excellent job accommodating participants from all 
over the world“. 
(Wazir Ali, Pakistan) 

”I feel great to have come here. I have made great friends and have many homes to visit to in different coun-
tries.”’
(Vimbai Beverly Midzi, Zimbabwe - Journalist MoNYS 2013)

„There are amazing people here; people who love their work and love to simulate and experience new things. 
I think it’s great to be able to communicate like this with other people as we learn how to deal with some 
problematic behaviour. This is a crucial experience for all of us, especially those who wish to pursuit the dip-
lomatic field. So, you learn how to deal and how to tackle with problems that may arise.”
(Rafaella Tsertsides, Greece - Chairperson MoNYS 2013) 

Photo credits: NATO PDD
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Goals and achievements
MoNYS 2012

• Raise awareness on 
the mission and main activ-
ities of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization;
• Raise awareness on 
the major social and political 
issues that our society faces 
today.

The visit to NATO HQs, the meetings with National Representations, the 
briefings delivered by NATO officials and the overall event were able to shed 
light on some of the least publicly discussed activities of the organization. 
Participants had the chance to get insights on the work of the organiza-
tion thanks to their meetings and discussions with NATO officials, who have 
been tremendously helpful in sharing important information with our dele-
gates. We realized participants have had a real grasp on things during their 
discussions in Committees/Councils. Most importantly, participants have 
gained first-hand knowledge on relevant topics on today’s political and se-
curity agenda.

Cooperative action clearly emerged from the crisis scenario exercise which 
was simulated during one of the working sessions of EAPC. It was prepared 
by Home Government and it implied a scenario of floods on the border 
between Belgium and the Netherlands, causing threats to the Doel nuclear 
plant. The crisis scenario consisted of 3 parts: 1) Description, 2) Situation 
report, and 3) Map of the area. The crisis scenario was conducted by the 
Secretary General and the Deputy Secretary General of EAPC. The feedback 
on the crisis scenario itself and the manner it was conducted was overall 
positive: delegates were able to formulate a quick response and acted effi-
ciently under a lot of pressure.

The participants showed their extensive commitment in putting into prac-
tice what they have learnt throughout their academic career. Interestingly 
enough was the high interest of those students not coming from the tradi-
tional political curriculum of studies. Delegates having, for example, mar-
keting background, showed incredible skills while debating and working 
with their ‘political’ colleagues. Overall, participants have been able to use 
their knowledge of international politics and security to their advantage. 
Delegates were given the space, time and tools to express their positions 
while respecting their fellow colleagues.

Participants came from 33 countries with 50 different nationalities. This 
made the project highly multicultural and allowed delegates to confront 
on highly relevant topics in the political world. Cultural diversity has been 
one of the strengths of both editions of MoNYS, which have been the place 
where long-lasting and long-distance friendships were established. MoNYS 
has clearly shown how individuals from different backgrounds can come 
together and agree on something for the benefit of the greater good. 

• Demonstrate the 
need for efficient cooper-
ative actions in the actual 
outbreak of a crisis;
• Determine the young 
generation to get involved in 
finding solutions for building 
peace and stability.

• Give young students 
the means, the time and the 
space to practice their skills 
and use the knowledge they 
acquired in universities.

• Promote interper-
sonal and intercultural com-
munication, and coopera-
tion.

What we wanted to 
achieve

What we achieved
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Goals and achievements
MoNYS 2013

• Get a better under-
standing on how policies 
are shaped within NATO and 
how decisions are made in 
different crisis situations.

MoNYS 2013 fully achieved this aim. Participants had the chance to expe-
rience a simulation that was the closest possible to the real NATO proce-
dures, thanks to the support and insight offered by NATO’s Public Diploma-
cy Division. Participants were also able to solve the crisis scenario Home 
Government prepared for them in a very successful way, demonstrating 
cooperation and negotiation skills.

The whole simulation revolved around on highly relevant topics in interna-
tional politics. This was extremely fundamental as it helped our participants 
to debate and discuss interesting issues in today’s world, allowing them to 
give their unique points of view and opinions. Their studies helped them 
provide academic and theoretical framework to the discussions, as support 
of their views on the proposed topics. In this way, delegates were able to 
put into practice what they have learnt throughout their academic career 
and especially see how, sometimes, theory is difficult to apply to real-case 
scenarios.

The highly multicultural environment the organizing team tried to create 
was one of the many other aspects that made the event so unique. Dele-
gates came from NATO member countries, partner countries, and potential 
members, but also from nations that are outside the Euro-Atlantic region. 
This event has created the opportunity to form opinions and views, far away 
from the traditional Euro-Atlantic ones and to be voiced and listened by fel-
low participants, professionals and practitioners that took part of the event. 
Multiculturalism and the presence of delegates coming from non-NATO 
countries was one of the things that made the Summit so successful.

Experts, professionals and academics expressed their satisfaction with the 
level of preparation and knowledge of our participants. Speakers, at the 
same time, offered delegates insights that one cannot grasp by simply read-
ing a book or a newspaper article. Their participation was of great impor-
tance in shaping and supporting delegates’ decisions and opinions. 

Participants were extremely ecstatic about their visit to NATO Headquarters 
and their meetings with the Permanent Representatives of National Dele-
gations. Having the chance to speak off the records with policy makers and 
officials directly involved in critical decision-making processes, was one of 
the highlights of the whole event, for which delegates were grateful.

• Extend the under-
standing of the participants 
on current international is-
sues;
• Develop their knowl-
edge background, by putting 
the theory into practice.

• Exercise their com-
munication and negotiation 
skills, in a multicultural envi-
ronment; 
• Getting to know oth-
er cultures and make new 
friends, from all over the 
world.

• Interact with inter-
national relations experts 
and professionals.

• Visit to the Head-
quarters of the most impor-
tant international institu-
tions;
• Insight to what it 
means to be a high-level dip-

lomat.

What we wanted to 
achieve

What we achieved
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Model NATO Youth Summit 2014

MoNYS 2014 will bring a fresh note to the chain of simulations, by taking place in a new location, Montene-
gro, Podgorica, between the 2nd and 8th of September. As this year’s NATO Summit will be held in the UK on 
September 4-5, MoNYS 2014 has decided to have the simulation before the real event. The location was also 
strategically chosen, as Montenegro is very likely to be on the agenda concerning NATO’s enlargement. This 
year, the participants will have the chance to engage in interactive debates based on the topic that will define 
this year’s Summit: Collective Security: NATO towards Transatlantic Peace and Stability. 

MoNYS is used to offering the participants, as well as our partners, an amazing 7-day diplomatic experience 
and this edition will meet the high level of expectations. All this will be possible with the efforts of a united 
and diversified team and our partners.

MoNYS 2014 will welcome 138 participants - 4 committees and 4 journalists - that will make the simulation 
possible. Among activities such as the Youth Conference at Government of Montenegro, National Assembly, 
Ministry of Defense and EU & US’s Embassies, the participants will also have the chance to experience a study 
trip to KFOR (Kosovo). 

Preliminary draft agenda:

02/09

Arrivals
MoNYS official registration
Touristic map of the city
Opening remarks
Networking reception

03/09

Youth Conference in action (rotative movement - 4 consecutive locations, on a committee/coun-
cil rotation basis, 1h for each location):
• Government of Montenegro (NATO Office Department – live streaming with NATO Public
               Diplomacy Division)
• National Assembly of Montenegro (Euro-Atlantic integration seminar)
• Ministry of Defence (Smart Defense and Military capabilities seminar)
• NATO member-state embassies in Montenegro (workshop at the hotel with diplomatic
               representatives from the embassies)
• Round table with experts, panels, Q&A session

04/09

Working day in committees and councils
Rules of procedure in committees: DPRC (Ambassadors), DPPC, OPC, EAPC 
Check position papers and preliminary discussions
Working committees/councils (negotiation, debates, positions)
Common training in crisis management
Social activity

05/09 Working day in committees and councils
Crisis resolution (22:00-01:00)

06/09
Working day in committees and councils
Final communiqué draft
Closing reception

07/09

Adoption of Summit Declaration
MoNYS follow-up impact briefing
Awards ceremony
Special Social Event

08/09 Departures
Optional: study visit in Kosovo (KFOR Mission)
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MoNYS in the media
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MoNYS in the media
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Media and Communication Strategy

Impact
The estimated impact of MoNYS 2014 relates to a better understanding of NATO’s decision-making pro-
cess among students and young professionals. The focus is set mainly on students who wish to deepen 
their knowledge regarding the actual functioning of the organization. It also promotes a more active role of 
youngsters in the political community, by showing how decision-makers act in the field of public policies and 
mass-media. The focus groups will network with other social groups (youngsters, media, policy responsible, 
decision-makers of EU), in order to disseminate the main message and the project’s objectives.

Media Strategy
The main target of MoNYS is to raise awareness of the project and NATO, especially in Europe, across the new 
Alliance Member States and Partner States. The strategy is comprised of objectives on short and long term, 
desired purposes and aims, which sustain the project’s implementation.

On the long-term, the snow-ball effect is expected to produce a sustainable impact, thus MoNYS effects will 
be visible beyond its staff members or participants. The local authorities’ members will be indirectly involved 
in different activities, so they will take advantage of their potential, by developing new networks in Europe. 
Several measures aiming to increase the project’s awareness will be implemented prior and during the con-
ference. We will be focusing on two main directions: 

1. Visibility of the project
In order to promote the event and to improve the visibility of Model NATO Youth Summit, the following 
measures will be taken:

• Making contacts and creating relations with renown media agencies;
• Publishing press releases, with an emphasis on the project’s objectives; 
• Writing articles for local newspapers, internet websites or information brochures; 
• Inviting journalists to take part in the event; 
• Publicizing the event on social networks such as Facebook, Twitter and  Yahoo Groups;
• http://www.natoyouthsummit.org, from 100.000 unique visitors to 150.000 unique visitors target
 and online working groups (live webcast); 
• Establishing a youngsters’ brand in International Relations;
• Creating a database for disseminating the information and sending targeted e-mails/SMS;
• Preparing the posters, flyers and other promoting materials (T-shirts, hats, pens, etc.) including our
 partners ‘logo;
• Creating informative materials (newsletter, brochures, establishing the guidelines of good practice); 
• Participating to various events (workshops, conferences, and debates) organized at different levels
 (local, regional, national and international) in order to promote the Youth Summit.
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2. Dissemination and evaluation of the results
The dissemination of the results will take place after the Summit, starting already with the 9th of September 
2014. The results will mainly appear on the website http://www.natoyouthsummit.org and published in a 
brochure which will include the conclusions of the debates and the most innovative solutions found.

Additional measures will be taken in order to share and disseminate the results of the project:

•	 Organizing	public	events	(presentations,	conferences,	workshops);	
•	 Creating	audio-video	materials	(CD,	DVD),	including	a	movie	emphasizing	the	key	moments	of	the
	 Youth	Summit	and	a	photo	media	section;
•	 Establishing	a	long-term	partnership	with	the	media	(video	clips,	interviews,	articles	for	radio/
	 television/press,	participation	at	television/radio	broadcastings);	
•	 Designing	information’s	support	(newsletter,	brochures,	establishing	the	guidelines	of	good	practice);	
•	 Creating	an	Internet	portal.	

Partners: 
In	MoNYS	media	strategy	and	in	all	official	releases	we	will	emphasize	the	contributions	of	our	Partners:
•	 Mentioning	in	press	releases	and	in	all	public	events	where	MoNYS	members	will	take	part	(such	as:
	 presentations,	conferences,	workshops);
•	 Acknowledgment	on	our	website	http://www.natoyouthsummit.org	and	promotion	in	our	messages
	 addressed	via	social	networks	such	as	Facebook,	Twitter	and	Yahoo	Groups;
•	 Increasing	the	visibility	of	our	Partners	through	the	academic	network		including	the	28	delegations;
•	 Using	our	partners’	logo	on	official	publications	and	additional	materials;
•	 Disseminating	partners’	promotional	materials	in	the	welcome	packs	provided	to	participants;
•	 Using	banners	for	the	opening	and	the	closing	ceremonies;
•	 Mentioning	our	Partners	in	our	daily	newspaper	and	in	the	brochure	containing	the	conclusions	of
 debates.

Photo credits: Alun Foster
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Why get involved as a partner for MoNYS 2014?

Partnership Opportunities
By	becoming	MoNYS	2014’s	sponsor	or	partner	you	will	have	where	to	choose	a	wide	variety	of	partnership	
opportunities	in	order	to	help	you	decide	how	best	to	suit	the	needs	of	your	organization.	As	a	partner,	you	will	
be	entitled	to	several	benefits	such	as	regular	interface	with	our	directors	and	members,	regular	invitations	to	
attend our events and additional opportunities to receive private interface with some of our keynote members.

1. Connect with Government Officials and other important characters
Increase	your	image	by	putting	you	in	contact	with	government	officials,	important	speakers	and	other	high	
ranking	military	characters	across	Europe	and	North	America.

2. Engage in Joint Ventures for the Future
Exchange	ideas	and	information	on	strategic	issues,	research	projects	and	policy	planning.

3. Boosting Your Brand:
Showcase	your	organization	to	prominent	members	in	the	international	business	and	policymaking	commu-
nities.
Increase	exposure	and	visibility	by	placing	your	logo	on	our	publications	and	media-outlets.

4. Recruit Distinguished Analysts and Guest Officials
Connect	with	market	analysts,	venture	capitalists,	investors,	media	and	consumers.

5. Support Higher Education
Showcase	your	dedication	to	academic	excellence	by	providing	invaluable	educational	opportunities	for	our	
138 youth participants.

Photo credits: NATO PDD
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Partner’s Benefits

Benefits SILVER GOLD PLATINUM
Organization’s	logo	will	
be	on	all	MoNYS	online	
socializing	channels	
(Facebook,	Twitter,	blog,	
newsletter,	site)

x x X

Organization’s	logo	will	
be	on	all	MoNYS	mar-
keting	products	(locally	
and	abroad)

x X

Organization’s	roll-up	
(one	or	several)	during	
the event

On a side of the hall 	In	the	hall On the stage

Particular news included 
in	MoNYS	newsletters

(2	news) Unlimited

Mentioning	the	partner	
in our press releases, the 
video clips and in adver-
tising	about	MoNYS

(press	releases	only) (video	clips	only) (in	all)

Opportunity to dissemi-
nate its promo materials 
during the event

x X

Organization`s	logo	will	
be disseminated in the 
MoNYS	professional	
network

x X

Organization`	success	
story and personal video 
on our website

X

Organization’s	presenta-
tion included in welcome 
packs

X

Podium Acknowledge-
ment

x X

Great	VIP	speakers	and	
Official	Representatives

X

Bank:	ING
Branch:	ULB	Campus	Solbosch

Address: Avenue Paul Héger 22, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Swift:	BBRUBEBB

Bank	account:	363-0879762-12
IBAN:	BE	19	3630	8797	6212

Holder’s	name:	Model	NATO	Youth	Summit
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We would like to thank you for your attention and we hope to have convinced you to become one of our 
main partners and supporters!

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully,
--

George Mihael Manea
Director of Model NATO Youth Summit 2014

george.manea@natoyouthsummit.org
http://www.natoyouthsummit.org

MoNYS movie presentation:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWlEuhsWES8

Message of the NATO Secretary General for MoNYS:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bueLBQGZebk

Photo credits: NATO PDD


